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The only ceremony is that the woman bows down before the man and he places his foot upon her head. This humiliating acknowledgment of submission on the part of the woman is not what one would have expected in a tribe where polyandry is practised. The wife is installed in her position by proceeding to perform some household duties, such as cooking and drawing water.
The K6tas, a tribe dwelling on the slopes of the Nilgiri Hills, perform their marriages in the following manner. It is usual for the couple .to be betrothed when they are quite young and, when the girl becomes of a marriageable age, she is sent for to the house of her future father-in-law. The usual marriage feast is given, followed by music and dancing, and the ceremony is concluded by the bridegroom's mother tying the mangalasiitram round the bride's neck.
Amongst the Kiirambas, who are also dwellers on the Nilgiri slopes, there seem to be no marriage rites whatever. When a couple decide to come together, or even after they may have been living together for some time, a feast is given to their friends and the marriage is complete.
With the Irulas, another Nilgiri tribe, there is no marriage ceremony, neither is there any previous betrothal. When a youth comes of age to choose a wife, he finds one for himself and the matter is ended.
The Badagas, who are dwellers on the Nilgiri plateau, are said to be the descendants of Oanarese colonists. Amongst this people marriages are contracted without "any special rites and the marriage tie is held by them very loosely. After a couple have agreed to come together, a time of probation is allowed during which -either of the parties may draw back and decline to go on further with the connection. A man may make several of these temporary alliances before he definitely decides upon a partner for life. There is some feasting